End LGBTQ Detention
Detention is dangerous for LGBTQ immigrants.
Many LGBTQ immigrants flee to the U.S. seeking safety from persecution and torture. Often, ICE places
our community into detention facilities where they are many times more likely to experience abuse than the
general population.

“Detention made me feel unsafe and hopeless. I was facing deportation
and I was really scared of going back to my nightmares.”
—Jose S., El Salvadorean gay man
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Transgender women are particularly vulnerable.
Transgender women are frequently placed in all-male facilities. This increases their chances of being sexually
assaulted by 9-10 times the average rate.1

“They put me in a cell with four men who wanted to use me. They wanted
to have relations with me. I didn’t want to, but they insisted and insisted.”
—Erick N., Honduran transgender woman
Solitary confinement and GBT pods are not the solution.
ICE recognizes that LGBTQ people are vulnerable in detention. However, instead of releasing
our community to keep them safe, the government puts them in segregated units or in
solitary confinement. Such conditions put LGBTQ people at risk of severe abuses that may
constitute torture.2

“I was put in a cell with other gay and transgender detainees. Detention
staff did not permit any of us recreation time. They denied me hormone
therapy, an important part of my healthcare needs. They repeatedly
called me ‘Mr. Barrios’ even though I am a woman.”
—Lisa B., Honduran transgender woman
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Adelanto Detention Facility

Detention centers like Adelanto are not the solution.
The federal government is reportedly opening a segregated, corporation-run unit for transgender women
in Adelanto, California. The rural town in the Mojave Desert is a four-hour round trip from Los Angeles,
isolating trans women from community support and attorneys. Without counsel, they are 6 times less likely
to be granted asylum.3
The Office of Detention Oversight has also noted “egregious errors” in medical care4 at Adelanto and found
that its sexual assault case files were missing essential information, including basic details such as the names
of victims and assailants5. Housing transgender women at facilities like Adelanto recklessly endangers them.

“I came to this country hoping to find a better future. I found detention,
where I was mistreated and isolated and housed in a mental ward,
where I was assaulted. It was a traumatic experience.”
—Fernanda V., Honduran transgender woman
The most humane solution is immediate release.
For vulnerable LGBTQ asylum seekers, the most humane and cost-effective solution is an alternative
to detention program. ICE claims that the reason for detention is to ensure that immigrants appear for
their court hearings. If this is their biggest concern, we should tell them that participants in alternative to
detention programs appear for court 99% of the time.6
Call on ICE to stop tolerating the abuse of LGBTQ asylum seekers in detention. This human rights atrocity
must end. Email policy@imeq.org for more information on how you can help.
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